THE ULTIMATE HOLIDAY GIFTS
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Paul Chesterfield is pure genius with a camera.  He is the best Nature photographer that I have ever had the pleasure to enjoy and I am proud to say that several of his works hang in my home. You don’t have to take it from me, you can see his work at his various site such as;  http://www.paulcphotography.com/ or http://imagesfromnature.net/ifnblog/
His latest work “Images of Nature” http://www.imagesfromnature.net/ is absolutely stunning. “Images of Nature” contains over two hundred of the Paul's favorite natural history photographs. He clearly shows the wonder of nature as seen through the close-up lens of a camera. Photographed "in the wild" and in the studio, these pictures provide a vivid record of the beauty of life at the small scale. The photographs are so breathe taking that you will buy a new coffee table just to keep it on!
So if you live with the ultimate nature aficionado then “Images of Nature” is the ultimate book .  “Images of Nature” is available at http://www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/379185
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Think you know ever thing there is to know about butterflies? Then you haven’t read ‘THE DANGEROUS WORLD OF BUTTERFLIES’ The Startling Subculture of Criminals, Collectors, and Conservationists By Peter Laufer Lyons Press. 271 pp. $24.95 

Yes Virginia there is a seedy side to the beautiful world of butterflies and Peter Laufer brings it all to light. Being heavily involved in the butterfly world for over 30 years I really enjoyed reading about many of my friends. I was even mentioned on page 44 but, as with my friends we appear in the first half of the book, the part with all the nice people in it. But then Peter takes his readers into the dark side of Lepidoptera and it’s population of evil greedy people. Did you know that on the black market some butterflies can command a price of thousands of dollars? There is a whole under world of scoundrels out there that specialized in the marketing of only rare and threatened species. Some of them now spend their time watching butterflies through the bars of federal prisons!
So just when you are convinced that the world of butterflies is all rainbows and pretty wings

Peter Laufer shows us that it’s not necessarily so.  If you are searching for a butterfly book to curl up with this winter, this one will make you say ‘Holy Frass’ over and over again as Peter Laufer unfurls   “ The Dangerous World of Butterflies” for you. 
Now for the absolutely Ultimate Butterfly Gift of all times!
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What butterfly lover would not want to experience the absolute wonder of the Monarch in their over wintering sites in Mexico? Well you talked and dreamt about it for so long now it’s time to act. I have had the pleasure to know and work with Susan Meyers and Trecia Neal for sometime now.  I know that if you are wondering about taking a first class trip put together by true professionals then the “Monarchs Across Georgia” tour is the one for you. Susan and Trecia have been conducting these over wintering site adventures since 2004 and they know how to do it right. Here is their explanation as to why there trip is the best.

 What makes this trip to the Monarch butterfly Mexican overwintering sites unique?  Our itinerary includes three Monarch colonies.  You will learn about local efforts to promote sustainable and environmentally sound economic activities with our visits to Alternare and the tree nursery at La Cruz Habitat Protection Project. We will visit at least one school near the Monarch Preserves to donate books that have been purchased through our Mexico Book Project.  The emphasis will be on exploring the natural history of the region.  The trip also includes many cultural and culinary delights! We will be walking to see many of these places for this is the best way to experience them.  We hope you can join us on our adventure! “Monarchs Across Georgia” is offering two separate weeklong trips in 2010.
If you want to find out more about the trips or just read about their Pollinator Habitat Certification Program for your home or school butterfly garden please visit with Susan Meyers and Trecia Neal at http://www.monarchsacrossga.org/index.php

